Pelham Memorial High School

Career and College Readiness Course Outline
 
Mr. Brian Powers

Email: bpowers

 HYPERLINK "mailto:b@" @pelhamschools.org



Extra Help/Academy Period: Room 103

Phone: 738-8110 x 1356 (voice-mail only)





Class Website: http://powerspmhs.weebly.com

Goals: Students will obtain the skills needed to survive in the real world: the military, the workforce, and/or the college classroom. This course places a special emphasis on reading, writing, speaking, listening, and language skills. Whether in college or at work, you will have the intellectual and educational foundation for future success. Within this, there will be an emphasis on the sharpening of individual writing style, reading comprehension abilities and presentation skills which are essential for college and the career world.
Required Items: An English ONLY notebook, Cromebook and a portable storage device
Course Description
This semester course is designed to give each student the necessary tools for success after high school. Students will engage in close reading of literary texts and analysis of non-fiction, while responding in writing. Students will also complete a semester long research project on a current topic of choice, which will culminate in individual argumentative research papers and presentations at the end of the course. These projects are designed to give each student the reading comprehension skills, writing ability and presentation confidence required for success beyond high school.
 

Some major selections/projects include:

The Alchemist – Paulo Coelho

Various works of non-fiction

College Essay (1st semester)

Projecte CREATE

· Performance Based Assessment

· Research Paper

The Senior Speech (2nd semester)

****Note – All titles/projects are subject to change and additional titles may be added.
 
Quarter Grades 

· Attendance and Class/Group Participation 15 % 

· Tests and Quizzes 35 % 

· Papers, Projects & Homework 50 % 

Attendance
With the exception of legal absences, students are required to attend all classes and to actively participate in class discussions and group projects. All absences and lateness will require a note with a legal excuse. Students are responsible for all assignments when absent for ANY reason. My website will list assignments and you may e-mail me with any questions.

Class/Group Participation 
With the exception of legal absences, students are required to attend all classes and to actively participate in class discussions and group projects. All absences and lateness will require a note with a legal excuse. Groups ranging in size from 2-6 students will be formed and each student will be responsible for his or her assigned role in each group. When grading, the group will be assigned one grade. Keep in mind, if one student does not complete his/her part of the assignment, the entire group’s grade will be impacted. Few extenuating circumstances will change this grading policy. 

Tests and Quizzes 
Reading quizzes will be given when students read independently. A test will be given in the first quarter. Additional exams may be added if more scores are needed for any individual quarter or upon student request.
Papers and Projects 
Various papers and projects will be assigned throughout the school year. These will include (and not be limited to): critical essays, various presentations and speeches, literary responses, the college essay and a research paper. 

Work Submission 
When required, assignments may be emailed to Mr. Powers, through Google Docs, or printed for each assigned due date. So, make sure you save all work to a home computer, Chromebook or school drive and a portable storage device.
Classroom Rules
Be Respectful At ALL Times

&

Always Work Your Hardest

