Pelham Memorial High School

English 10 Honors Course Outline
 
Mr. Brian Powers

Email: bpowers

 HYPERLINK "mailto:b@" @pelhamschools.org



Extra Help/Academy Period: Room 103

Phone: 738-8110 x 1356 (voice-mail only)





Class Website: http://powerspmhs.weebly.com

Goals: The goals for this class will allow you, the student, to continue to develop your understanding and appreciation for literature. Within this, there will be an emphasis on developing written, grammar, vocabulary and linguistic skills. Throughout the year, students will also continue to prepare for the English Regents Exam in the 11th grade.
Required Items: An English ONLY notebook, preferably with folder inserts. Also, a travel drive to store all class files is recommended.

The Big Idea

English 10 H will focus on “Identity” through a couple of essential questions:

“How do the choices we make in life affect who we are?"

"What value do we put on how others perceive us?”

"What experiences in our lives shape us for the future?” 

“How does environment shape our identity?”

 

All literature selections will center on the many issues that relate to this big idea.

 

Major selections may include:

Antigone - Sophocles
Of Mice and Men - John Steinbeck

Brighton Beach Memoirs - Neil Simon

The Merchant of Venice – William  Shakespeare

The Catcher in the Rye - J.D. Salinger

The Lord of the Flies - William Golding

A Christmas Carol – Charles Dickens

Various Shorts Stories, Essays and Poetry

           ****Note – A research paper will be assigned in the second or third quarter.
 
Quarter Grades 

· Attendance and Class/Group Participation 10 % 

· Tests and Quizzes 35 % 

· Papers & Projects 40 % 

· E-Journals 15 %
Attendance 
With the exception of legal absences, students are required to attend all classes and to actively participate in class discussions and group projects. All absences and lateness will require a note with a legal excuse. Students are responsible for all assignments missed when absent for ANY reason. All assignments are posted on my website and you may contact me via e-mail with any questions.

Class/Group Participation 
Groups ranging in size from 2-6 students will be formed and each student will be responsible for his or her assigned role in each group. When grading, the group will be assigned one grade. Grading may vary by project, where some projects will include grades for both group and individual performance. Few extenuating circumstances will change this grading policy.

Tests and Quizzes 
There will be four quarterly tests. These tests will include sections on grammar, terms, class literature and essay questions. Additional exams may be added if more scores are needed for any individual quarter or upon student request. Vocabulary quizzes may be given, roughly, every two weeks. Reading quizzes may be given any time students read independently. 

Papers and Projects 
Various papers and projects will be assigned throughout the school year. These will include (and not be limited to): critical essays, various creative writing assignments, literary responses and an argumentative research paper. 

E-Journals 
Each student will be required to keep an electronic journal (e-journal) for the entire school year. Three entries per week will be the average when group projects or essays are not assigned. E-journals will be emailed or submitted to Mr. Powers at bpowers@pelhamschools.org after each due date is established. The topics of the entries will be discussed in class. You will have time to work on them both in class and for homework. 

Classroom Rules
Be Respectful At All Times

&

Always Work Your Hardest
Dear Parent/Guardian:

Please read the above course outline in order to become familiar with your child’s English 10 class, grading policy and structure. Please sign and return this to class with your child at your earliest convenience. 

If you have any questions, please call me to discuss the course objectives.

Sincerely,

Brian Powers




Signature: _________________________
