Of Mice and Men Study Guide
Chapter 1

1. How is George described?

2. How is Lennie described?  

3. How does the dialogue establish characterization in the first chapter?
4. What is Lennie hiding and why doesn’t he keep it?  

5. Why does Lennie want to do keep this item?  

6. What about their relationship causes internal conflict for George?
7. Why did George and Lennie leave the last place they were at?  

8. What does Lennie want with his dinner that they don’t have?  
9. What dream does George and Lennie share?  

10. Where does George tell Lennie to go if he gets into trouble?  
11. Explain the relationship that exists between George and Lennie based on Chapter one of the book.
Chapter 2
1. Describe the “stable buck.”  What physical attributes does he have?  What does the boss use him for?  

2. Describe why the boss is skeptical of George and Lennie when they arrive? 
3. How does George explain Lennie’s silence?
4. How does the Boss react to George’s explanation?
5. What reason does George give for taking care of Lennie? 
6. Describe the two reasons for Curley’s anger.
7. What plan do George and Lennie put in place to deal with Curley if he becomes trouble?
8. Describe Curley’s wife.  
9. Why does Lennie cry out, “I don’t like this place, George. This ain’t no good place. I wanna get outta here” (32)?
10. If Lennie feels this way, why do he and George stay? 
11. After Carlson leaves, why does Lennie get really excited?
Chapter 3
1. What is the story behind why Lennie and George travel together?  
2. How does the narrator describe Slim’s eyes? How is this important for the story? 
3. George plays solitaire all the time in the bunkhouse. Why is the game important to his character?  
4. What does George tell Slim happened in Weed?  
5. When Lennie tries to hide the puppy it says, “He went directly to his bunk and lay down and turned his face to the wall and drew up his knees” (42). How does Lennie act when questioned and what does his physical position say about his innocence?
6. Why is the letter to the editor in the magazine from Bill Tenner important? How does it characterize the ranch hands and provide hope for all of them? 
7. Give five characteristics of the farm George describes and the reason he says they want the farm.
8. What is Candy’s proposal to George and Lennie? Why does he make it? 
9. Why does Curley attack Lennie? Why was he smiling?  
10. What happens between Curley and Lennie?  
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Chapter 4

1. Why does Crooks keep everyone out of his room if he is so lonely? 
2. Crooks says to Lennie, “I didn’t mean to scare you. He’ll come back. I was talkin’ about myself” (71). What is he talking about and why?
3. Where is George?  
4. What is Crook’s opinion of George and Lennie desire to get land?  
5. How could the reader categorize Crooks, Candy, and Lennie together?  
6. Why is it ironic when Candy says, “You got a nice cozy little place here. .  . Must be nice to have a room all to yourself this way” (73)?
7. What is Curley’s wife’s Dream?  
8. How does Curley’s wife treat the three men? Is it fair?
9. What is the last thing Crooks says to Candy? (78) Why is it important? 
10. How is the theme of loneliness developed in this chapter?  Think about the characters Lennie, Crooks, Candy, and Curley’s wife. 
Chapter 5
1. What is Lennie doing in the barn by himself? 
2. Why does Lennie think that he might not get to tend the rabbits?  
3. Gives two reasons why the reader might consider Curley’s wife a tragic figure.

4. During their conversation in the barn, what is Curley’s wife and Lennie preoccupied with?
5. For what does Curley’s wife yell at Lennie?  
6. What does Lennie do to Curley’s wife?  
7. What is George’s dilemma?
8. What favor does George ask of Candy?  
9. What does Carlson think happened to his Luger?  

10. How does the American Dream die for Lennie, George, Candy, Crooks and Curley’s wife?

Chapter 6

1. Where is Lennie hiding?  

2. With whom does Lennie have his first imaginary conversation?  

3. With whom/what does Lennie have his second imaginary conversation?
4. What do these conversations say about Lennie?   

5. What story does George tell Lennie?  

6. What does he do while telling him this story?  
7. Why does Slim say, “Never you mind . . . A guy got to sometimes” (104)?
8. Write whether or not George was justified in what he did to Lennie. 

