The Lord of the Flies – William Golding

Study Guide: Chapter Questions

Chapter 1
1. As the chapter opens, what words does Golding use to set the tone for the story?

2. Under what circumstances do the boys end up on the island?

3. Describe Ralph’s, Piggy’s and Jack’s character traits/appearance.

4. Why is Piggy hesitant to go swimming after Ralph jumps into the pool?

5. What does Ralph’s father do and what does he believe will happen because of this?

6. What do Ralph and Piggy find in the lagoon and what is it used for?

7. After all the boys get together and Ralph is elected leader, what is their first plan of action?

8. “The pause was only long enough for them to understand what an enormity the downward stroke would be” (31). What does this mean and why isn’t Jack able to carry out his task?

Chapter 2 

1. What rules are established at the assembly? What purpose do these rules serve?
2. Now that they know they are on an island. What are the plans that Ralph and Jack put into place? (Clue: What are Ralph’s priorities?)

3. What does the boy with the mole on his face tell the assembly? 

4. If this story has two meanings, what does this news represent?

5. What roles do Piggy and his glasses play?

6. What goes wrong with Jack and Ralph’s plan at the top of the mountain and how does this change things for the boys?

Chapter 3
1. As the chapter starts, what is Jack doing, how does he look and what does this symbolize? 

2. What happens when Ralph tries to build the shelters? Who helps him and what happens to the other kids?

3. “The two older boys flinched when they heard the shameful syllable. Snakes were not to be mentioned now, were not mentionable” (52). Why is it that “snakes” are not something the boys want to talk about on the island?
4. What is the conflict between Jack and Ralph in the chapter?

5. The reader is introduced to Simon in the chapter. What does Simon do and what does this say about him? (Make sure you are able to prove your ideas with a reference from the text.)

Chapter 4
1. The chapter opens with a description of daily life on the island. What is life like for the kids and what purpose does the description serve?

2. How does Golding describe Roger in the chapter and how these actions symbolize who he is?

3. What do Jack and the hunter’s do to alter their appearance and what does this symbolize?

4. What happens that causes excitement for Ralph, Piggy, Simon and Maurice?

Chapter 4 (cont.)
5. Choose a reference from the text that further illustrates the conflict between Ralph and Jack.

6. What happens with Piggy towards the end of the chapter and what does this symbolize?

7. Explain the importance and meaning behind the following quote: “Jack was powerless and raged without knowing why” (73).

8. Ultimately, the chapter shows a major breakdown for the boys on the island. What change takes place, who is responsible for the change and what is its lasting effect?
Chapter 5

1. Why does Ralph call the meeting and what issues does he address?

2. Why does Ralph say, “Things are breaking up. I don’t understand why. We began well; we were happy. And then-” (82)?

3. What explanation does Jack give to communicate to the others that they should not fear a beastie?

4. What do Piggy and Simon say is the real cause of fear on the island? Using evidence from the first five chapters, explain whether you agree or not.

5. Describe how the Societal Breakdown: Phase 2 is present in this chapter.

Chapter 6 

1. What happened over the night sky at the beginning of the chapter and why do Sam ‘n Eric miss it?
2. Why are Sam and Eric frightened when they go to build the fire?
3. How do the others react to their account? 
4. What is the confrontation that takes place between Ralph and Jack?

Chapter 7 

1. Describe the hunt that takes place.

2. What game do the boys then play?

3. Who climbs the mountain to view the beast?

4. How do they react to the beast? 
Chapter 8 

1. At the assembly, what does Jack say they are going to do about the beast? What does he say about Ralph?

2. How does this effect order amongst the boys?

3. After Jack’s crew leaves, what is Ralph’s plan of action? What does Jack plan?

4. Describe the hunt. Who hits the pig first? Who kills it? Why is this significant?

5. Now that they have killed the pig, what does Jack and Co. do next?

6. What role does Simon play in the chapter?

7. Why is the “Lord of the Flies” going to get angry? Why is this significant?

Chapter 9
1. How do the opening paragraphs set the tone for the chapter?

2. What do Ralph and Piggy decide to do and why do they do it?

3. How does Jack act on his side of the island?

4. What does Ralph say is the big problem for Jack and his tribe?

5. How do they react to the criticism?

6. What happens when Simon tries to tell the boys about the Beastie? (Phase 3)

Chapter 10
1. Why does Ralph say, “I’m frightened. Of us. I want to go home. Oh God, I want to go home” (157)?
2. Why do Ralph, Piggy, Sam and Eric deny being involved with the tragedy at the pig roast?
3. How do the boys in Jack’s tribe protect Castle Rock?
4. How does the author show that Ralph is beginning to forget what, up to now, he has considered to be their most important goal? 
5. What happens in the hut when Jack, Roger and Maurice pay Ralph and the boys a visit? Why do they come in the first place?
Chapter 11

1. Why do Ralph, Piggy, Sam and Eric go to Castle Rock? Describe their plan.
2. What does Ralph say to Jack that causes them to fight?
3. What happens to Piggy and the Conch? (Describe it in detail.) What does this symbolize for the boys on the island? (Phase 4)

4. What happens to Samneric and Ralph during/after the confrontation?

Chapter 12
1. What plan do Jack and Roger have for Ralph?
2. What two tactics are used in attempting to flush out Ralph from the thicket?

3. What is Ralph’s plan from this point forward and why does he call boys “fools”?

4. Why is the rescue ironic?

5. In the end, it says, “The tears began to flow and the sobs shook him. He gave himself up to them now for the first time on the island; great shuddering spasms of grief that seemed to wrench his whole body . . . Ralph wept for the end of innocence, the darkness of man’s heart, and the fall through the air of the true, wise friend called Piggy” (202). Now that the book is finished, explain the importance of Ralph’s final appearance in the story. (Clue: What is Golding saying through his protagonist?)
