Pelham Memorial High School

Comparative Fiction Course Outline
 
Mr. Brian Powers

Email: bpowers

 HYPERLINK "mailto:b@" @pelhamschools.org



Extra Help/Academy Period: Room 103
Phone: 738-8110 x 1356 (voice-mail only)





Class Website: http://powerspmhs.weebly.com
Goals: Through a series of participatory experiences, students will build an understanding of the connections between viewing a film and reading a text, as well as well as using specific strategies for active viewing and active reading. Activities will integrate reading, writing, and viewing short films. Students will study film and literature while drawing connections to similar themes and ideas represented in each.

Required Items: An English ONLY notebook and portable storage, like a travel drive, to be used to store all class files.

Course Description
The world we live in is directed by the choices we make. In this class, students will learn to understand the different choices made by authors and directors when producing works of literature and film. Students will be introduced to the study of the relationship between various genres of literature and film.  Units will explore the connections between novels, the short story, nonfiction and film while examining the issues and elements pertaining to the genres and examining the role of director as author.  Students will also study the elements of film and filmmaking and read various criticisms related to the films viewed.  All students will be expected to complete various writing tasks in response to both the literature and the movies. 

Objectives: In this class, students will;

• Enhance their ability to understand, appreciate, and discuss works of literature through extensive reading and discussion of short stories, novels and plays.

• Analyze works of fiction and drama for plot structure, setting, characterization, theme, and narrative point of view.

• Develop an understanding of critical analysis of film through careful examination of adaptations of literary texts, focusing on character development, dramatic structure, and performance.

•  Learn and utilize the terminology of film analysis, both those terms shared with literary discussion (character, plot, theme, setting) and those specific to cinema (lighting, dialogue, special effects, etc.).

• Demonstrate an understanding of the possibilities and problems involved in the transposition of literature to film, applying terminology and critical skills acquired during the semester to analyze a cinematic adaptation of a text not discussed in class.


Works of literature include:

The Alchemist – Paulo Coelho

The Things They Carried – Tim O’Brien

Different Seasons – Stephen King 
“The Minority Report” – Philip K. Dick
No Country for Old Men – Cormac McCarthy
“The Legend of Sleepy Hollow” – Washington Irving

“Memento” – Jonathan Nolan
Additional Projects:

College Essay

Research Paper

The Senior Speech

****Note – All titles/projects are subject to change and additional titles may be added.
 
Quarter Grades 

· Attendance and Class/Group Participation 15 % 

· Tests and Quizzes 35 % 

· Papers, Projects & Homework 50 % 

Attendance
With the exception of legal absences, students are required to attend all classes and to actively participate in class discussions and group projects. All absences and lateness will require a note with a legal excuse. Students are responsible for all assignments when absent for ANY reason. My website will list assignments and you may e-mail me with any questions.

Class/Group Participation 
With the exception of legal absences, students are required to attend all classes and to actively participate in class discussions and group projects. All absences and lateness will require a note with a legal excuse. Groups ranging in size from 2-6 students will be formed and each student will be responsible for his or her assigned role in each group. When grading, the group will be assigned one grade. Keep in mind, if one student does not complete his/her part of the assignment, the entire group’s grade will be impacted. Few extenuating circumstances will change this grading policy. 

Tests and Quizzes 
There will be quarterly tests and a final. Additional exams may be added if more scores are needed for any individual quarter or upon student request. Reading quizzes will be given when appropriate. 

Papers and Projects 
Various papers and projects will be assigned throughout the school year. These will include (and not be limited to): critical essays, various creative writing assignments, literary responses, the college essay and a research paper. 

Work Submission 
When required, assignments may be emailed to Mr. Powers after each due date is established. So, make sure you save all work to a home computer or school drive and a portable storage device.
Classroom Rules
Be Respectful At ALL Times

&

Always Work Your Hardest

Films


The Minority Report 


(Steven Spielberg - 2002)


The Legend of Sleepy Hollow 


(Tim Burton - 1999)


Memento 


(Christopher Nolan - 2000)


Platoon 


(Oliver Stone - 1986)


Super Size Me 


(Morgan Spurlock - 2004)


The Shawshank Redemption 


(Frank Darabont - 1994)


Slumdog Millionaire 


(Danny Boyle, 2008)


No Country for Old Men 


(Ethan & Joel Coen - 2007)











