Pelham Memorial High School

English 10

Study Guide for The Catcher in the Rye
This guide is designed to be a companion to the reading of The Catcher in the Rye. It will be helpful if the questions are read prior to reading the chapters in the novel. Please keep the answers to these questions in your notebooks.

Chapters 1 & 2
1. Why is Holden expelled from Pencey Prep?
2. Describe Holden’s attitude towards his parents, his brother D.B., and his school.

3. How does Holden feel about Mr. Spencer and his concern for Holden?

4. When he is having a conversation with Mr. Spencer, why does Holden think about the ducks in Central Park?

5. What are Mr. Spencer’s last words to Holden? Should Holden listen?

6. After reading the first two chapters, describe whether Holden is depressed or just really obnoxious.

Chapters 3 & 4

1. Is Holden proud of being a liar? Explain.

2. Describe Holden’s hat and explain why he wears it? What does it symbolize?

3. Describe the important characteristics of Stradlater and Ackley? What do these characteristics say about them?

4. List three (3) things that are important to the teenage boys at Pencey Prep. Chose “girls” for one and describe how they view them.
5. What does Stradlater beg Holden to do for him?

6. Why does Stradlater go on a date with Jane Gallagher? Why is Holden protective of her?

7. Do you think Holden is a smart kid? Explain your ideas.

Chapters 5, 6 & 7

1. Describe the typical Saturday night at Pencey Prep.

2. Describe how Holden acts the night Allie dies and why it is significant.

3. How does Holden describe Allie’s baseball glove? Why is it important?

4. Why does Holden punch Stradlater? After the fight, why does Holden put his hat back on?
5. Later that night, why does Holden seek out Ackley if he doesn’t like him?

6. What does Holden think about doing with his life?

7. What important decision does Holden make later that night?

8. Holden yells, “Sleep tight ya morons.” What does this mean?

Chapters 8, 9 & 10

1. Why couldn’t Holden read on the train?

2. Who does Holden talk to on the train and what lies does he tell?

3. Why does Holden ask the cab driver about the ducks in Central Park?

4. What type of hotel is the Edmont and who are its customers?

5. Describe how Holden views Phoebe. Why doesn’t Holden call her?

6. Who is the first person Holden says he loves? Identify and explain your ideas.

7. Describe Holden’s point of view when dancing with the girls in the Lavender Room.
8. Do Holden’s lies make him a “phony” like everyone else?

Chapters 11, 12 & 13

1. Why does Holden “cherish” Jane Gallagher and choose not to kid around about her?

2. Is it a sexual gesture when Holden holds hands with and kisses Jane? Explain.
3. What club does Holden go to and why does he go there?

4. Explain why Holden says, “I never care too much when I loose something”?

5. What does the elevator guy set up for Holden?

6. Why isn’t Holden able to use Sonny? Be sure to describe how Holden treats women.

Chapters 14 & 15

1. How does Holden feel about Allie?
2. If Holden is a self-proclaimed coward, why does he fight the pimp for 5 bucks?

3. Why does Holden describe himself as an atheist?

4. Why does Holden cry and what does it say about him?

5. Who does Holden call and why does he bother calling?

6. Why does Holden give the nuns $10?

7. How does Holden describe his father on page 107?

8. Who is Holden’s favorite character in Romeo and Juliet? Why?
Chapters 16 & 17

1. Why does Holden call Sally the “Queen of Phonies”?

2. On page 118, Holden says, “It didn’t seem like Christmas was coming soon. It didn’t seem like anything was coming.” What does he mean by this?

3. Why does Holden go to the Museum of Natural History and why doesn’t he go in?

4. Describe the debate Holden and Sally have about school. Who has the most logical argument?
5. What does Holden suggest he and Sally should do? How does Sally respond?
Chapters 18 & 19

1. Does Holden really like Sally?

2. Who is Carl Luce? Describe what he is like?

3. What is Holden’s view about war?

4. Holden says, “My sex life is lousy.” Why is it “lousy” and what does this say about him?

Chapters 20 & 21

1. How does Holden act when he calls Sally? What does he promise her?

2. Who is home when Holden sneaks in?

3. What does he do when he gets there?

4. What has Phoebe decided her middle name should be and what is she good at?

5. How does Holden act when he sees Phoebe sleeping?

Chapters 22 & 23

1. Phoebe says, “You don’t like any schools. You don’t like a million things.” What is she saying about Holden?

2. What does Phoebe give Holden and what does he give her in return?

3. Why does Holden always seem calm when he is with Phoebe, or talks about Allie?

4. Holden tells Phoebe that he wants to be “the catcher in the rye.” What does this mean as a career choice and what does it tell the reader about Holden?
Chapter 24

1. Who is Mr. Antolini and what is his relationship with Holden?

2. What is Mr. Antolini’s relationship with his wife?

3. Mr. Antolini means well when he tells Holden, “I have a feeling that you’re riding for some kind of a terrible, terrible fall. But I don’t honestly know what kind” (186). What is he talking about? Do you agree with him?

4. Holden needs to find out where he is going and start heading in that direction. Explain whether you agree or disagree with this statement.

5. Why does Holden run away from Mr. Antolini?

Chapters 25 & 26

1. Why does Holden think he has Cancer?

2. What does Holden write in his letter to Phoebe?

3. Why does Holden find the foul language on the wall disturbing?

4. While Phoebe rides the Carousel, what does Holden learn about his desire to be the protector of all children?

5. Where is Holden in this chapter?

6. Has Holden changed in this last chapter? Explain.

Final Thoughts

1. Discuss the meaning of the book’s title and where it comes from.

2. What do the following themes and symbols mean to the story:

a. the red hunting hat

b. loneliness and isolation

c. phony people

d. the Central Park duck pond

e. lost innocence
